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Labour Out-Migration, Livelihood of Rice
Farming Houscholds and Women Left Behind:
A Case Study in Eastern Uttar Pradesh

Thelma Paris, Abha Singh, Joyce Luis and Mahabub Hossain

lmration is a dynamic process and encompasses diversified

[orus of temporal and geographic mobility, The wpes of
migration may differ from temporany (o permanent migrants, from
seasonal to veardong migrants {Afsar 20000, A number of village
studies from diffevent parts of Tndia show a sharp increase
population mobility mcluding long-term and temporary nugration
as well as commuting, particnbuly from drought-prone locations
Rogaly et al 2001 in West Bengal; Deshingkar and Start 2003 1
Andra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh: Bhandari et al 2007 in
Tharkhand, Clattisgarh, ad Onssal. Seasonal mgration ani
commuting provides a route to diversification o non-frm work
which s ravelv avalable i smaller, more remote villages, and ths
lelps to spread osks (Deshingkar and Anderson 2007). However,
the consequences of emporary and long- trm out-migration on
rice productivity and on Fanily members lefi behind, the women,
m particular, m the places of ongin have not received much
attention. I the vast ran-ed areas of castern Uttar Pradesh, poor
women provide 60 1o BD per cent ol the total labour nputs i nee
production as unpaid fmly and wage Jabourers n other s,
aside lvom thelr particapation i nonerice crops and livestock care.
In performing their roles they face several consteomts such as Jesser
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dccess 1o land, education, formal credit, training and extension
compared 10 men (Paris ¢t al 1996; Paris et al 2000}, Thus, male
outmigration will have consequences on the livehhood of rices
tarming households in the place of origin and on the roles of
women Jeft behind. Remintances may be used o pay for farm
mputs including wage labourers emploved o compensate for the
absence of male family members. If remittances are not large
enough, women’s workload miy increasc. In the absence of men,
womien's responsibilities increase and their roles may shift from
unpaid family helper to decision maker. The consequences of
male labour out-migration will have implications on rice
technologies and on the mtended beneficiaries who could
sometimes be women [armers, Hence, it is inportant 1o under-
stand the needs and constrains of the women leli behind o nrnage
farms, 1o strengthen their abilines and remove the impediments
that prevent themn from mecting their full polential as rice fanmers.

Reeping this view in mind, this chapter atempts 1o shed L
on the gquestions: What is the incidence of labour out-migration
from major rice-producing villages® What is the impact ol out-
migration on the livelihood of rice-farming houscholds and gender
roles:! What are the problems of women left behind? This research
15 part of an extensive study led by the International Rice Research
Tnstitute {IRRD in collaboration with agricultural research
uiversities and mstutions i eastern India; Narendra Deva
University of Agmculture and Technolosy (NDUAT) in Faizabad,
Uttar Pradesh; Birsa Agriculiural University (BAU} in Kunke,
Ranchi; Addiional Wing of the Department of Agriculture in
Kolkata, West Bengal; and Rajendra Agiculoral Universioe (RALD
located in Pusa, Bilar,

Methodolo gy
SITE SELECTION

Ths study was conducied in eastern Uttar Pradesh (EUD) which is
popularly known as “Purvanchal’. Notwathstanding the CXPRNSION
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ol uTigation n recent vears, ran-fed agriculture is still of major
nnpartance in this region. The agro-ecolomeal conditions are
diverse and rice farming is quite risky. Every vear, rice CIOps are
subject w Noods, submergence and drought, EUP currently has
25 districts and accounts for abowt 27 per cent of the seographical
area of the state. The share of population of EUP in the state
population s high at 40 per eent with a population density of 776
persons per sq km. Thus, EUP is one of the densely populated
parts of the suie, It also has a high incidence of poverty, with 57
per cent of the population helow the poverty lime, as against 40
per cent for the state in 1991 (NIRD), The proportion of the rural
population below poverty line in Utar Pracesh from 1999-2000 is
3122 at Rs 336.88 per capita. This is higher than the whole of
India a1 27.09 (Rs 327.56 per capual.. The nising populaton
pressure and a ligh share ol the rural population have led 1o a
reduction in the average holding size to 0.69 ha in 199091 Iy
1991, 93 per cent of the farms in EUP were below 2 ha® with 82
per cent being smaller than 1 ba in size, Both caste and agraran
hicrarchies are sharply defined.

Rice 1s the dominant crop in EUP and accounts for 60 per
cent of the rice area of the state. Whea is the next important crop
grawn in areas with supplemental irrigation. To address the various
biophysical (floods, submergence, drough, salinitv) and
socioeconomic (marginal size of landholdings, poverty. lugh
literacy rates of the population, partcularly of women, rigid social
stratification, unemplovinent) constraings m this state, IRRI in
collaboraton with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research
HCAR) and national agricultural research and EXIENSION Svslems
INARES) dealing with rice research and extension, has been
conducting on-station and on-larm research using participatory
approach with farmers, both men and women in ELP and other
states of eastern lndia, Research activities focus on germplasm
mprovement for rice environments which suffer from drough,
submergence and salinity and associated improved crop and
resource management technologies.

Three districts: Siddarthnagar, Faizabad and Ballia were
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qflﬁ:“ﬂ for the village swivevs, Siddartbnagar, Faizabad and Ballia
;i!,-,ulff'i dilfer by ecosvstens and level of development. Siddharth-
A I-‘i‘uin-f'r.d‘ but subinergence-prone while Faizabad is partially
ir.ﬂil[ﬂl anel drought-prone, Ballia represcins irrigated ccosystems
“.',;h eess 1o supplemental bugation facilities ube wells, canal
(08 ancd diesel pump). Ballia is most developed: Faizabad is
!:udmh'l'r developed while Skldartnagar is the least developed.
he Smple villages in Balli have more aceess 1o infrastruciure
.'iln'h M electicity and supplementary irrigation. Rice is the major
0P Fon in these disiricts;

At COiLEC TION

e Sudy was conducted i two phases. Phase | consisted of
joctS A diseussions with key mformants (vllige leader, teacher,
A e and women's groups) conducted in 2000 in fifty nice
e oee districts ineastern Utar Pradesh (Paris et al 2001).
60 |[if>t'ks from Faizabad and Siddhartuagar districts and one
\ Jock 0 Ballia district, were randomly selocied ow of 11, 13 and
1 i{lﬂfh- respectvely. The list of villazes lrom each hlock was
Gwmt!:l Irom the village leaders. Ten villages [rom vvo blocks of
r-_,-,pilﬂff and Siddlanthnagar andd 10 villages from one block of
mljiﬂdlﬂrict were tndomly selected 1o assess the meidence of
o dutmigration. Thus a total of 50 villages were suveyed in
piasc 1 of this siudy
Phase 2 included fanm houschold surveys conducted 10 2001
gof A Pre-tested questionnaire. Fight villages lrom four blocks
ot fl'ﬂ_lm Siddarthnagar (rmin-fed) and Faizabad (partially irrigated)
b high prevalence of out-migration were selected for the
]llﬁ""h‘}hl surveys. Four hundred anming households (200 with
lants amll 200 without igrants) were interviewed usingg @ pres
Mestionnare to assess the consequences of out-npyagration
¢ Procluetivity and on women left behind to managze their
s In this study, we narrowed down our defininon of a gnigrant
" it 1T'hu moved om from hisiher place of residence tor a
ﬂﬁuﬂthw three months or more.
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Incidence of Out-Migration and Characteristics of Migran®®

[NCIDENCE OF QUT-MIGRATION

s thin

I'be nadence of out-nugration 1 higher among the lan .:ufti'f-"hl‘

farming houscholds. This is expected since landless how lIONS,
depend on the availalality of jobs during the peak crop ‘"’Pﬂ','.m is
Among lanmung houscholds, the incidence of c}||l-rtliﬁf'__-ﬂ,|(11
bighest in rain-fed villages (60 per cent) followed by the l.m. by
villages (53 per cent) and partially irvigated (33 per cent). £ h;uf: r;“
incidence of out-migration from the ram-fed villages 1" {-umr-‘
push factors such as limited size of lindholdings. low " l.,.—;k ol
due to Jow knd productivity and low marketable surpl .:u:h as
cuplovinent opporunities m the villages ane pull factor® :‘\'ITIL’"T
higher wages in other rural areas, availabiliy of regular emip &
in cities and swong social neworks of migrants (Table 107

St

s G i .1, MIE
Pable 100 Number of Farming and Laodless Households with b

_ ~ qorkils
Eeesystems Farining Househaolds Laellesss Hot?

Rate ol
Nool Mool Wl Rate of | Noof With Aligr
Sample  otse- Migrants Mige | Towses  Maa®™  ian

Howscholds,  lolds anon | helds _.____,.r"_

Rainfed 90 1381 833 i) 45 z {;;
lerigated 10 i3 By i3 12 B
Paniadly A7
egated 90 2354 782 34 s 4 5
Total a RS I L & |15 A

Semree s e al, 2000 (Vidlage surveys),

DURATION OF MIGRATION

shorts
L] “xrn 1 1 1 : 44
Bascd on the village survevs, out-tmgration was classified 10 , village.

lerm aned long-term o terms of dusstion of ahsence from e
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In shortterm (§1) or seasonal migration, male family members
leave the villages after land preparation or planting scason and
come back during the harvest season or after this period while the
women manage harvesting and threshing of nce. In long-term (LT)
out-migration. imigrants are away from their Bamilies Jor more than
six months or more than a year, They visit their home onee in 2
vear or sonmetimies occasionally for social ebligations. In both types
ol nugration, migrants leave their family members behind but keep
close links with them.

A high proportion (61%) of the farming houscholds in the
sample villages leave their villages for nonfarm jobs on a ST or
seasonal migration and LT basis. However, daily commuting was
maost common in the partially irrigated villages due to the availability
ol transportation and proximity of these villages to other towns
and to Faizabad city (Table 10.2). A study of Sharma (1997) in
Bihar concluded that although the phenomenon of seasonal or
circular migration of labour has been in existence since long. its
mcidenece has increased sumificantly only since the early 1970s,
D Haan (1997) cited several reasons for sumulating the pattern
of arcular migraton. These are: (a welldeveloped ransport and
communicaton; ) due to small size of landholdings. mcome
from work outside the village is used to invest in agricultural

‘Table 10.2 Labour Mobility of Members of Farming Households
by Ducanion of Absence

Drussinion of Rl Parmally Inaged  Trngused

Absence el lanthnagar) (Favizabad) (Ballia) Average
Daly 14 o 12 s
Weekly/monthly 13 2 L 14
Shortierm 43 X 42 51
Lowug term ¥ i3 X bl
Total K 10%} 100 L0
Mo af villages 20 Al )

Source: Paris et al 2001 (Village Survevs),
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production; (¢} poor living concditions in the urban areasy (o
wregulanty of work because of the migrants” wish to return during
the summer season when martiuges and other social OCCASIONS
take place; fe) migrants are mostly men due to cultural restricions
on female mobility outside the household. Men left the women
behind, and this provides, perhaps, the most IMportint reason
for migrants 10 return.

CHARACTERISTICS OF FARMING HOUSLHOLDS

A wide vanation can be observed in terms of headship of
households wath and without migrants. As expected, the female
headship rate among the migrant houscholds is ligher dian its
non-migrant counterparts in both rice ccosystems, The physical
absence of a male member has influenced the gender of the head
of the household. In terms of kinship, members of joint Families
have a greater tendeney to migrate, us there are other avatlable
family members to relv on for rice operaions. In contrast, the
proportion of nuclear households is higher among those without
migrants. In eastern Uttar Pradesh, caste is a dominant social
stratification recognized by society. A higher proportion of the
houscholds with and without migrants belong to the Backward
Classes because these comprise many castes such as Yadavs, Lonias,
Rabhaars, Chaudharics, Kalrs, Kohars (ot makers), and so on.
The Backward Classes belong to a lower social hierarchy and have
been traditionally used for menial tasks that require a great deal of
energy (Table 10.3),

Females Irom this class ae generally engaged in all agricu]oural
activities including rice, non-rice crops or aninal rEnagenent.
Hindus dominate in the partially irvigated and ruin-fed villages
regardless of migration staws. However, there are more Muslims
m the ran-fed than in the pardally irrigated villages. The Muslims
i these sample villages are in general less educated, have less
aceess (o productive resources and are more conservative followers
ol their religon, They tend w0 nugrate more al an early age 1o seek
other opportunities as skilled workers. Leatherwork is generally
done by Scheduled Caste (Chamars) and minorities. A bugh



praportion ¢ the households with aned without migrants have
margial size of landholhings. Although, in general, the lmite
wize of londholdings pushes the men 1o scek non-farm employ-
ment, not il housebiolds belonaing o small and wargnal farm
hesehwalds send ongrants.

Table 13, Pereentage Disnlwton of Famng Houscholds
Accocding r Scoermenie Charzetenisties, S pie
1ouse heleds, Frosestem ad Migration Staius

{haractenistics Plisly  (Frimbad)  Hoinfed  (Sddans
Inigared niagar)
wad R 8 | WM MM

S af sample Bousedwrbds w 100 = 90
Sey of b sehold head

Mals ial H3 n 97

Fonale ) I7 LI 3
Dpation of sl base

Loy becin i i a1 ua

Sl wert benm Ll s #H (FF:]
Type o howsehold

Muclear 1] S 4/ &

Jom TG 4l ] 17
{asie

Ulpapeer s i I 14 5

Tackswari G4 b1 44 )

Aclwshuled Caste 14 LI 17 4

Moty ) 4 25 W
Behigwm

TTuwlu Ly 96 i 1]

Mushm i 1 3 40
Srec ol wndbsdidn g

Marguel <1 Dia) 7 ot K ! b}

Smaill{1-2 I 7 [} 2 12

Mecliomn >3-4 Jnp i ] il ¥ _

Lawgee >4 T} i 4 Qa i

WHO MICRATES AND WHO ARE LEFT BEHIND?

Table 10.4 shows the pereentage dismibuion of family i
who migrae and wha are left behind. Ax expected, wales con
an overw|elnung mojority in both ecosystems, This mduea
sex sedectviey of the rural outmipmants. Males account For ©
went of the aut-miwrant in e ron-fed vilbees and 84 per ¢
the parially amgaled willages. In the parially trigaied il
prejoruon of sons 0 per cen) and fathers/head (30 per
bgrants are alnnst equally disiributed. I contmst, in the
{edd villages. sons (68 per centh nugrate more than fathers/hu
per centl. Among Louscholds witll: mograns, a higher pro

ol Fepmbes than males are leli e 10 @ke e of agr
imd houschulil activites.

Table 114 Fercontye Distabution of Eamily Menlers
Whor Migrabe wl Whio Are Ecfi Bl

Hogiehiekl Fartralls Inngaied (Fsgealiael) RemnHead Bl ibandlyn
Moo enn Henawrlnald Hoevsaehuli Heouzelialr] Hinse
il wigrane fw b wignas | ot an s | winlnwi o
MM MU N ¥¥  MLA AN
Huwibamdhead an G 13 1 in 1
a1 40 24 44 18 L
Chibigr niibes ! It 12 g 17 1
Wile 1 16 1 1 I L:
Db I 13 16 1 11 |
Cnlen Bmpakes (3 P %] g 3 I
Tued TiWe a0 190 I LIk [
Toll wo of
e e |
naw e s 184 n| 717 L3 b

Aa: nedragplivalie; WML with migrentg MM no migrants.

MM migrting memnbe g M1 members el bebnd: MSM; mem
LRI,




CHARAC TERS TICS OF MALL MIGRANTS, DCCUPTION. PLACES OF
DESTINATEON AND MIGRATION PATTERNS

Our lindings a5 shown on Table 10.3 reveal (ut able-bodied and

yonng male farmers and kabourers (16-40 age groupt have a greater

tenelency 1o migrate than those from the obler age proup. LY
migrants are becer educated than shorttenn migrants. More than
@0 per oot of LT mugrants are morc engaged m diverse oceupations
mchudivg white vollared jn'h\. Suiriy as EMaTniment senice “mhﬂ"lr
engireer, pharmacisis, peons, gardeners), In contrase, 5T IUETANTE
are copaged in consiruedon work, industrial work and other pops
B jobs, No 31 migrants are emploved by the grverniment, Thage
findings incicate that the LT wagranis who are beter educated

have better frogcizr amd secure) employment opportunities. This

i in aceondance wath the bypotweses of Todono (1960 thar echucaled

peope who conueand a bigher probabiiin of ohtairng longderm

cmpdovment in the irhan bour market are more likdy 1o migrate
than ihe iliterzee ones. However, we shuuld also note that a great
bulke of $T miugrants we ilkiczzic who ane engaged i casual jobs
unlike most LT migranls who are emploved on 2 regular of
permanient basis. It 15 mieresung w vote that a high proporon of
the mgrants fron: both ecocysiems were famers (andowners) or
agricwitural workers before they migrated. However, they are
eangaged inother jobw ocher than furing in the place of deqination.
Migranes go to the metopalitan cities like Mimbal and Delhi
and inelustrial cities like Ahomeckded and Suracin Gujara, Lydhisna

in Puigaiy whack: have testile ieschmsiries rather than in other roral -

areas. Onc of the nuin reasons for cul-migration to the
metopolian 2wl industrial cites 5 the strong social metwork
among relatives and frends. The neiwork and sodial capial of
locat people s 90 wrogg thal ey are assured of accommedation
andd b in the place af destimacen Lefore they leave their villages.
Moreover, wages are geoerally higher i the cities. Migrants are
able o save easily and send remittances on a kmp surn basis to
thewr reladws.

Table 105 Charmeren stics off @ Aduit Male Magoants bv Duration

of Abaenoe and Ecusymiens (Per Cont of Adul: Malesi

Clancignanc Partially Tevigaed Bawn-ked
{Faizahadi (Sidcartmagar
[ £T LT 5T
Age
i 25 &l 17 U &8
FLiE L) & fit # al
41k b X 11 7
M 3
Fafurzmag
1l leerae 16 Ao 14 P
Primary i1-3) i & - F ]
Scoondany -l H - 17 a
Mgl sl 3100 = n H | 4
Entenediare & 14 12 i
iraduane {3140 and
Pusyrradieate [15-64) 1t i3
Chvypation i desitiklon
Comibnetion worksys S 14 L 2%
Trate/bumeas 17 o » 14
Crovernmem empoyes 13 ]
[nclusinial worker 53 ) b 4] i
Trarspon worker 2 fi i
Barler/washernian 2 4
Ciher non-larm* 4 .1 H | .
Fre-nuprion on Ay
e el & & 3 a8
Agricdoumal labourer I 13 i xi
Condrnesion werker 7 (6 7
Trudhing business ] |4 3
Ceovermmmcnt e liser 1 y
Inchusirial wotker E |



Tabile 1005 fooaed

L hractoriabicg Partinlly gl [Hwrbeal
(Fareahud] (Sickbarthmagar)

1. 5T LT ST

Fromapant worker 7 b 4

Stacdoue L EL P

Plie o s

Sty a5 7 74 i

Iebustrial exiws i ik 2 ]

L rhain ngsis f 14

Onlicr wonntrnes | I 2

Tostal iz naigr s 114 " 10 L]

* Perr wnalbng, juiee selbing sl eloth selling, ete.
LT =lioasg bevms, 51 - shret soaam ov st ol neier i

Impact flﬂ]l.t—h'llg‘ﬁtim i Ircome
M mate SOURCES

Farmers denve ther oo Trem diverse sources of Iivelihood
auch as Formng (sades bmome moe, non-nee omops, ammals, rents
Feoen land . ammrsads and machioed, of TS oud wom-Lann sutvities
amnd rennuances. Most olien mooome amsdas, renmitiances ane
agzregated umder nos-fanm meome. However, since this reseanch
focuses on mmse from ou-nigation, remittances were separated
trom som-larm weomse. CHHamm inconie refers 10 the income
obainal by male or feonzle hooseclodil ienibers iom wages p.l‘d
i cash or wages i kind by workinig a5 hived Jabovers in different
Eran operaiems i otler Bors, Moo-faom meome relems to income
recenved by family aembers by working wathin and cuvade the
vlkges sahomt a chanse m eoidence. Eavangs from prensions,
banane smd sellione, sonall Tnisiness amd sorvioes sl ogles carnings
fromm housebcde] members who comumute dady fion ol _]"tl!:ﬂ
are clasahed mder nondarm wenene Oble 10,60,

Fart tNCORE

The proporion of [arm income @ tolal household income
higher among non-migrants than thosc with migrants for bith ran-
fecd and partially smgaced villages. Howvever, rice inconme conipuises
it very low propormion Doss fian 15 per i) of dhe izl household
income e patially imgated vllages. The low slsue of rice
meome & tie o anall siee of nce Jadholdings. losr averaze viclds
mmid o marketable surpus, In contrast, the share of sice inoome

Tahle 106 Shzre of Total Howsehold hixmee, Aversge Ineome and
Per Capita Incom b Ecosvstom, and SMramon Sorus

Suwe ol Incre: Pamidby aniganerd Raimefrd
|Fairuhad) (Sicdclmmthw g
LRS! MM WM fakd
Ir 5T 1 ST
B coogs | 14 & .1 ) &
Nisi-gice ey B k4] k7 13 1 &
Azl | 2 1 0 l 1
Bents 4 l 4 4 i 2
AN Harm ! 8 4 | + &
Mrmifarm It 1is 44 1% & 45
WRemmemoes 15 ki Y i
Temal 1 100 LY 1 i) 1K)
Total farm
nconie (R vib PG LRI BA07 19275 14450 13168
o [l ineome 4l 4% A% by 01 L] bl

Average Tuwmwebiod]

ineonw (Ravid ADERG TR RNT0 SR ORI 25901
Por capita

o (4] (YN 1 S | R O ST it F .

LI lovtngg teer g ST shianit fearn o7 seasesnl o0 migrdion: WAL witl 1dgris;
Sovewi ol g,
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1o total heusehold incone w the rminsfed wilaes is shghtly higher,
This v due 1o the fact that bagor areas in e raineded villages are
under lewlarnl conditions whicee rice 15 the major crop grown during
the kharil seasom, The share of non-rice crops to total household
meoni s higher in the partially imigaced villages than in the rain-
fed villages «ae to larger upland wreas.

MON-TARM AND OFF-FARM [NCOMF

The income rom not-farm sources is higher in the partially
irigaed villages where (uily commuters work i Faizabad city,
Non-Ianin ineome s higher among the houscholds with non-
migrants, providmg 45 per cent wn raoefed and 44 per ceni in raip-
led willages, respectvely. Offarm meome comebues lews than 6
per cemt of the wial income, indicadng that the opporunities for
offdarm employment within the villages wre quite few. Agviculure
caimey, absorts the avaikible labour Fovce i the village partculary
thming the rabi senson.

REwITTANCES

Remittances frem migranes comprise a significant share of the total
household income. In the partially irrigated villages, remitance
inceme fram LT migrants 1= higher (45 per cend than 5T migrants
133 per cent). In tw runfed willages, the proportion of wemittances
te ol howschold moonve is about 3 per cent. As cxpected, the
averagr household income of LT migranes s geoerally higher than
ST and heuseholds withoul migrants since the LT nugranss have
betier wages, regular emplovment opportunities and are beuter
educaied. Moseover, LT imgrants have citablished themsehes in
the place of work. Migrants from the samw households (Farher,
. brotherst pool their savings and send them back (o their
relatives at home, Pooling the swings makes a differcnce in the
income of the household. O the other band, because they live
wgether in the same place, they save on eapenditunes,

A Cane Study in Eastecn Untar Pradesh P9

Lise OF RFMITTANCES

In general, remitances help their famibes bt behand o sustun
jood seowity, Have a porca hose, imeet expenses for famn mpues
and social ¢hligadons, Jn FAP, social and religions obhgatons
keael o large cxpunditures. Most of the farming households save
some amonnt fom remitances for the meorage of their children
and for asser acenmulation (farm land and business 1o the oearsy
Lowns of the village). Whille remittances prnade « significant source
of income for the migrant houssholds, the impact of migranon

"Tablelf. 7 Dhsburementand Amount of Kemitnces Beceived hy
Farrniug Heuse holds, by Eccovstem, Migration Status

Debiuree iment Parsially Irmigated Faur=fed
of remitmnces [ Faleabady S darthnagar)
{per cent) LT LD LT 5T
Fimad i5 I it b}
Houswe consmucui &z i 1h 17
Sucial obligmons 12 | h )
Farmi inputs ¥ 15 L 4
Savioge A 14 2 e
Erducabios 7 4] 4 2
Medicings & G 7 5
Chrathamg 4 1l ] L
Cred i paymeni 3 P, I i
Mizvelayeous i B 5 i
Toml 10 1D 100 100
Mlonth ly moemmee (R N1 3414 A4 4,005
A pnoiard of remitance

seer mronthly {Rak 1273 L AR #4000 1919
Per cont of remittances

senitlu the village o al a4 k)

LT: bong term; $1: short term or scasonal nut-migration.
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depends on e sise noed use of namiamees, Migranis in gejers)|
sened thew venntianees theough banks, masted (riends or by wler
Fmuly rwanbiers aceording 1 the noed of the housetwld. Deapite
the carmings from remitanees, ks Qian 50 per cent are send o
their Gunibies as ey Bave w spened o thew board, Jodmog aml
other personnl expenses i the workplue (Fabde 10.7).

The wide range of mnpact ol remmiinces o oaral arens hos
been dlastgated noa sy o o heey Philippines which shenved
thii: A remtiances feom nanabonal wigraiion were investeel in
house construction, paving large debes (plane Fure anel awent'’s fees),
Foes Lwsed amel Bvesiock, consuncr durabiles prsen s sl chsiledlren's
college edueation: @ remitlaices from domestic migation wepe
numly spent on foocd, e rest were spent on dadly expenses,
childien's educaion, bealh cie, and faan inpus such as hired
Libour, In the Phelipipines, familics in the fual areas invest i
chilelren’s eeucation is a way out of poverty (Lins and Paris, 2003).

Invesiment on Houschold Asscls

Heiisme

Renitances feom male ot bive o Bvoonable L
on the Iming status of the howsehokd i the puzal seean. The e
ol housc s a vanble ndicao ol [llm].:-i:n'r'_h westly comuig Irom
venm b s fom migraes In pastiadby irogated sond gein-ted allages,
the preopeorton of houselobds wil ientganits whe e puscca Temses
i bighier than those withoul nimgranes, In the prariially inpmgned
vulliges, the progrorion of bovse bk bowinl beick salls sl thorehed
reols s shighily Diedier sipinig bocsehaolids oith migrants €209 than
thome watliwmit n mureks (1G5 (Table 10.5),

CONSUMER DURAGLE GOODS AND TRANSPOR T
Heimutanscrs from ou-migraon lewe 2 favourible mipact i the

hoepschold durble goods (radintape recorder, television and
elecne fank. Flowever, the propormon of honscholis without

A Case Study in Eastern Uttar Pradesh 311

migrants in the partally imgated villages with stove/gas connection
15 shehtly lugher (279 than those houscholds with magrants (35%).
Male famuily members in the partially irngated villiges have greater
access o stove/gas evlinders nearby owns of Faizabad. In the
remote raun-ded villages, houschalds have less access 10 stove/gas
comuecnon, except of a few houschiokls wath nugrants. A higher
proportion of the households with migrants in both villages have
sewing machines (Fable 10.8).

Table 10.8 Percenmage Distribusion of Farming Households
by Type of Honse and Owenership of Consumer Durable Goods
by Ecosysten and Migration Status

Charactenstics Parnally imigare:d Rann.ted
{Faizabacd) {Seclelarthnagar)
WM MM WM NM

Tipe ol hawse

With o and thatched ool b a0 b4 32
Brick wall aned thatched roof I6i W 4 3
Pucca (eemented [, A0 i (4
Hut | 2

{wall imade up of brck or wod}

Consirer dirabie

Raclioftape-recorder i 3 Ai ]
Television a Xy 1 ;
Electric fan 52 a3 1% 5
Adr cooler 2 3 s |
Stove/ s connecnon & ') a a4
Electiic nan 25 17 B 3
Sewanye wiachine 16 L 7 b
[ievele [kt LK) u7 i)
Motorevele 0 13 10 1

WM Wl nogramts; NAL without nsgrants,
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Impact nfDut-Migraliun on Rice Farming
ADOPTION OF MODERN VARIETIES (MVS) AND RICE PRODUCTRATY

As shown in Table 10.9, farmers in the rainfed villages grow only
nce duning the khavil season; in contrast, farmers n the partially
urigated villages grow other crops apart from rice. Within the same
ecosystem, rice was planted by households with nugrants in a higher
proportion (80%) of the area while houscholds without migrants
planted rice in 68 per cent of the arca. Across ecosystems and
migration status, farmmg houscholds have less than a hectare to
cultivate, on the average. The extent of use of HYVs sceds is
mdependent of the households’ migration status in the parally
rigated villages where farmers grow only modern varieties due to
their greater access to supplemental irrigaton. In the rain-ed
villages, farmers sull grow taditional nice varieties because these
are more resistant to floods. ere, farmers grow 'Kalamanak', an
aromatie nee which commands a premium price, Moreover, farmers
i the ran-fed villages prefer fine grain ivpe for consumption and
for the market and local varienes which do not require fertlisers
andl are less at risk dunng the nice season,

Table 109 Percentyge Distnbution of Area Mlanted to Rice dunyg the
Rlhanl Scason, by Ecosystem and Migraton Stanas

Descriplors Partially lerigaeed Rainfed
{Faieabad)  (Ssddarthnagar)
WM NM WM KM

Total cropped area (ha) 5337 GBSG BS48 7400
Per cent ol rice to total cropped area 7960 6812 9902 %70
Average own fanm suee {ha) s 0688 073 (.58
Per cent of vice wea planted 10 MVs 1K) 100 74 74
Average MV vields (ronmes/hal 332 34 293 288
Average TV vields lonnes/ha) 207 | .50

WML with migrants; N3 without myganis,
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There seems 1o be not much dillerence i nce vields between
bouscholds with and without migrants becanse of the marmnal
size of landholdings and management on the same ecosvstem.
Average vields of modern varieties (MVsh are 3.3 and 3.5 tonnes
per hectare for with and without migrants in the partially irrigated
villages. In contrast, average vields of MVs are lower at 2.9 tonnes/
ha and 2.8 tonnes/ha lor migrants and without migrants,
respectively, in the rain-fed villages. Rice vields ol local varictics
are only about two tonnes per hectare for households with and
withoul migrants in the ran-fed villages. These findings indicate
that despite male absence among honscholds with migrnts, those
wha are lelt behind, particularly the women, continue to manage
the farms and mmuntain rice vields at par with those households
with migrants despite several stresses and constrains they face as
thev perform their household and farm-related responsibilines,
including supervision of hired labourers,

IAMVESTMENT ON IRRIGATION FACILITIES

Farmers classity their Jands into upland (ncluding medium land}
and lowland depending on water stagnagon. Uplands have lighter
soils which are prone w drought. On the other hand, lowlands
are poorly dramned and the crops are subjected to submergence
particulindy during the wet season. The partally ovigated villages
have more upland than Jowland areas. In contrast, the rain-fed
villages have more lowland areas which are prone 1o submergence.
In pardally imigated wllages, both households with moagranes and
withoul migrants have aceess 1o supplementary icigation either
on ther ovwn or on a remled basis, In contrast, m the ran-fed areas,
only a few Lrmers have diesel punps wloeh they use for iroganng
rabi crops. Farmers who have diesel pumps deaw harvested/stored
water from ponds. Capal (munor dram} 1s also an important source
of water dunng the rainy season. There is a big pond located n
this village where water 15 harvested dunng cuny season.

A low proportion of the farming houscholds with migrants in
the partially impated villages invest on irrigaton facthoes (Table
10.10), and one ol the reasons s the high cost in mstalling these



lacilities. One ciesel horing with pump coss Re L5000 10 Rs 20,000,
Furming houscholds would rather rent water, using clectric pumps
at Rs 210/month for 5 HP and diesel pumps for Rs 28/itre, More
Lumers in these partially imigated villages have grealer access o
unigation facilitics due 1o government subsidy, especially for lower
aste famers, Government tube wells felectric) are only availahle
in partially irrigated villages, but it is not reliable because of
Irequent power failure and only a few farmers benefited from the
use ol goveriment tbe wells. A higher proportion of the
households withou migrants invest on their own dicsel pumps
and remt electric tube well and diesel pumps. In contrast, frmers
m the ram-ed villages do not wwest their own irigation facilivies
particularly for rice production.

Table 10,110 Percentage Distribugion of Fiurming Houselolds
v Access to I rigation Facilities, Eeasvsteny and Migration Status

ACCess 1 Irmgatian Parnially irrigated Tl
(Fateahad) (Sickdarthnagy)
W M WM NM
Own electrie wibe wel| (4] 5 |
Ohn diesel purp 17 &I 3 ]
Rented eleetvie wbe well 13 17 (¥ 1]
Rented diesel puany ¥ 11 0 5
Government nibe well 7 fi 1
Strictly rain-led (uone) 3 3 i 76
Canal 7 7 a 16
Crbers, 2 2 ¢
Total 10} 1%} 1) 1)

WAL watls gyt NAL withou NI LS.
Impact ﬂFDut—MigraLion on Women Lefl Behing
Rural-lo-urban Lihour migration may he benelicial to the farm

houscholds through migrants’ remittances which may be used o
invest in the Lind, to acequire more bnd or 1o lnre labour, However,

+xewasoruayin kastern Unar Pradesh s

besides reducing the available labour supply on the farm,
migration may also e A negatve eflect on fond Production and
secunty. In fact, it has been recently argued that the effects of rural
to urhan migration on tood production may be amplificd as 3
result of the way family labour s divided by gender and age. Men
may nol be available for Ploughing anel other male-dommared
tasks which are both time-and energv-intensive, For wonen, this
tanskates mto a marked Increase in agricultural work, wchieling a
wide range of farm tasks, a heavier workload, and less time for
domestic tasks and child care. With a dinunishing supply of male
labour to share farm tasks, women must either depend on hiyed
labour (which many cannol afford) or resort 1o himitng agriculiural
opcrations. For cxample, il women haye problems in hiring and/
or supervising labowr, the Ploughing may he undertaken less
frequently or on Jess land (Palmer 1985: Men cher 1086, Krishmaraj
and Chanana 1989),

CHANGE IN GENDER DIVISION OF LABOUR AND
INCREASE IN WOMEN"S WORKIOAD

As explained by the women, there has been o shight change in the
gender division of labour belore e after nugration, In the prartially
nrigiled villages, pulling of secidlings, transplanting, weeding,
harvesting, threshing, winnowing and storing gramns and seeds are
tracitionally women's rasks. In contrast, in 1he rain-fed villages,
male and female Lamily members share the work except oy
seedbed and Jand Preparation, Males pal] the rice secdlings from
the scedbeds while females do ransplanting, Weeding is not
commonly done. Men and women harvest while wactor js usetl
fow threshing rice, Heowever, in the absence of males, the workloud
tor women among nuclear hiouseholds mereased as they have 1
tike over many male-specilic activities hke pulling seedlings,
carmang seedbings 1o the puddle ficlds, cutyvmng the harvest 1o the
threshing Noor and spreaching the harvested rice stalks straw on
the floor.

The majority of the farmung houscholds tdepend on hiperd
Tactons o prepare the Tangd. Tractors for hire are available within
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the vllage or S —=arnilke aeuchy villages, However, during the peak
period of pr——— g wis  de Bard, o6 s illicull for women to contct
the tractor ows s e wseien b other villages and search for the wactor
ovwner/driver.. S mm wuremsg of the aciivities sueh s land preymration,
seed bed pre= g == waw, icigatiog the fields {operating the diesel
pumnpinrchi s —e———T  ll tweshing (if done by wacon are manly men's
jobis ey fieess =mm  Rawlpaoblens when their hustands are BWIF on
long-tenn bass me e Aowmeaked by gowife of 5 midgrant labeurers

1 hire b woween e i preparation sl whea thaeshiig 1w
cline, [ s e kel e cdecntoms in e howschold and inobe G
with the o e g . === v Dushard . I renimances do not come on
e, [vom— e —=moatmel hlbager inthe feld of the tractor owner as
exchage B —ew T8 wov. 7 the tmclor aownge meeparcs my ficlds, [
wmpeiT e B E s by planting and veeding in bis Gelds, This
e my B e s s Bonllls s, 1 iy fomasge i G osing iy awn
labourandl me e waErr pice peocuetion. Tlis has inereused
'l'l'l.JI'Ll[li'll:J,,

Wornen lamers— = = i thr—
“Altherghm e —meee= B a0 many hone s Trom oo s bagd s

eIt al e = = = "-"l;_'ll'rh:'lillbll." W :ltk. ]"ul' I.'l\.ﬂ.:l:ll]lll_'.| b{:{um m!|| |11I§’."ﬂ.ﬂd
cised L e e e cnnrlzm wlile §helped in planting, weediong and

IR ANEE TS el e v il inonal responsibiliies of W L
Farmn: As b s B mondning g of bouseholid chores aod iy voung

cluldren, 1 B mesemmwennpervise hiod labonr. My vounge daugher
takincare e == S B meermonger sibliogs when Tweok in the fiekl. In times
of neer, | s B k] pef iwe neighboures and Mends. Dlespite the
imerrae irom e e wyunk burden. 1 mioilice beenme we necd the
remiiae === e b brm opoas and pay for ether expendunres, 15
i hushonme 0 e B0 &l sie, ve coubd e been perer. Migranon
[ benelitse———— Wl -y ol oy BuasTwacoed awill oo 1o wark in
ey Pl er—ne=—— Cihag a5 le oo,

The incrvase == == ~wiwewn’s agnenhwel workload when men moved
e the vlics w—m === Ao b by Jotley (19571, She revealed that the
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wannizt wihve remams belinel bas te assume, i sddition o her
o Jamlial anel domesie mesponsibilities, the role of aole
beeaelwiness the oldey daughier akes over the household chires
arel plays the sole of & “linde surrogate mother 1o ber brothers
.II1II] :A..thll'l"\

THERE 15 HIGH DEMAND FOR UNIAID FLMALE FAMILY
ARDE EXCHANGE |LABCUR

A showay i “Ualdle 10,11, female Tnbowr comorbtions (o ol
Bilwsur muputs inorice peecduction are genernlly higher than men
vegardless of migabion status, However, the conuribucions of famabe
oy menbers among houselialds sith migrants are Tigher than
e il imigranes indicaing die dependene  on unpasd ool
mernlers o work i thedr lelds and s exclange labomrers in
onhens” ficlds, As remarbed by the wamen: *We Jdo most of rhie
vice aperilions anyway, so s better thal the wwen Teave and eun
e elewhere,

GHI‘.I‘.TER DL BION = AAET G AUTHORITY LIF WIVES LEFT BEHEND

When men wigrate, o women have a BICALCT rarlicipation in
devisien making in Uw B fund houselald? [ e es e
sent 10 women Fundle members, chus may increase (hedr status aned
control. However, this may ol vcour iF o omle relative lsmidles
hank accomnis, Ty almast all of the cases, when sans are the
wigrants, the busbands recene the remittanees. However, in
nuclear bowsehokls, (e wves receve the ramivances s thew b
the responsdrliny el Tnadgenng these earmings between food and
athwer caily expenditmes. As sl in Tabile 19,12, 0 almost all
aress ol decision amiking the husbanrs ane e prinwoy ecision
nukers whether bovsehelds Bave rigrmis or ot 1 Lowrever, within
migrane bowseholds, wives have ameer pratici o i decison
kg comparer with the wives i the non-amigrant houseinlds
iatr Farnire

Ater] vesponsibililies such as wha cTops bogreow, o
anel amennt of fertiliser (o apphy, Lise 1o wrige the Geleds, whin
s hire labaar, how nuwh woney 1o irest on eapiial pgaods, an
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= el s e fone el rweney 1o spend on L wipaes. Snwong Louselualids

:; E £ E* E _E g % E g 5 with suzrats, 'ﬁil.r.':w lave gemer decisicmemakiog aahoy than

= = it e Teslwarnds o sl v vaieny s e foe thie nest season aned eow
F: - = wnch money o allocae an lood, Aside Trom providing phorical
- 1B = e E Libsonn i mice production as unpaid Dy and exchange libourers,
= Z|Z2 E = [+ A wommen lave ardebtional responsibilies as managers whea e
e x5 é' supervise bored Labourers and make Do decisinns. Males'
;13__ :% e e — -i i i decsion making vas ale olserved Ty Judey (1987)
= 2|3 3 =5 = ; ha £ wha reveaded that i spite of long abwence of males there s linde
5 |2 T el e = clonge m the sulliaity stemtue ol e famly, and magoe decssons
= o regarchag purcdses ol howscliold nem, catbe, mputs o L, credu,
= s - nEE R g E eapresslaures on cereniiies, aml so on. are posiponed ol the
; | i 2 ﬁ M~ = % 5 R = E migranns’ vl Wornen, however, ke decisions on prohlens
e & N regartling the daily sulsicence of the Gunaly, and keep it from
# = = _maerouss  gmmna 5 M shppmg o ceeper povec, Whitever wiges {Uhough it i in moncy
= ?':: =2 £ =7 :T-L ;:* :_..: - % g = form) the women get ae leaed o “wse vadue', bocase wonnion's
=8 2 s - : ) = wapiey e soen s mwacly lulpmog b sulesastence ol e Sanily
E = . s Mot somen cngage in hlnnu-r.».nham._r arnzngenents, hecaose
- Z|slE a %: = g ) o hoes ok et money weages, thie s sinilacly veted. Men's wages
=R | BlE “ ' = -3 ot fhwe ciher hamed s ceen e a conenele acdditiom o lanu kv meome,
= £ 3 = = l For pstasee, e nigauts’ semitanves Lave exclimnge valoe. This
s E :n 5 -} the power base romsamiy wath the males, Mus 8 s a4 quoion of
E g | = i = [ %E g vatl it
gz |%|e ®| Res s=8 |2 Vi
=
2 ?;- Constraints of Women Left Behind
= s - = S e
5 ; ¥ ; E = § = g = W n, parmicolady from ouclear housebiolds, Gue several
B h E- vewsinanis in nee frmme These soe ok of aoass 1o wecdimeal
E : knoarlodge related to e owthonks of Garmoe g indsdine niew sceds:
e = £ lack ol acvess to mproaed wancires which o wolerant 1o droughe;
e = - 8 anad subescagenee anel persona peobikens. Kanarives were colleoed
5 _E & E % k- Crom these women s most of their common responses are
= e . = = | 2 pwesented as follovs:
3 ; £3 318
= 2’ y 5 ' S §_ % LACK Of ACCESS TO TECHNICAL KROWLLDGL

'E’.- o X T :‘ -E s _g "g = E “Becdiae on heshaxls imggaton. | s bosocazased monos bmomg
f..?" E ‘E E"' E ::"i hE E - E & sucht s trarsgplamogg, seoddog, harvestioge amd thresking. | <l i
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Table 10012 Decision=-Makny Authoon within Farnung Houselolds
(Per Cent of Responses)

Decsions With Migranis Withowt Migranis
Hus bl Wile Ol Husband Wile  Cibers

Crops to grow in the lield B8 N 8 4 12
Rice variety 1o use for

HeEL SUason al £ ¥ 46 1 400
Tirme aned aminunt of

fertiliser to apply M b . w 1 12
Time o inigate al : 13 13 1 ]
When to hire labour 47 Ml 13 70 11 19
Expenses an cluldren's

educalion i 4 M 76 4 X
Hawe much money

ittt on e pntal geody Y] 1] 14 Fi. 3 4 19
Hew mnech money 1o

sprendd an Tood 31 i} 17 s b 21
Amonnt of vice to store L5 T ¢ |7 0 gt
How mach money 1o

spend on farm inputs A P (3] 7 4 7

the samie tasks after be nogrned, When be was avennid, 1 never
bothered o know more abont the crop care such as amount of
seeds o use, wely ose of fertiliser aod pestcides, Bt now, when
there is something wrong with mw vice crop Deel helpless beciase
1 e ot kneswe moch about new methods of Gromng.”

LACK OF ACCESS TO NEW SEEDS

Every vear Bumers are Gaced with submergence or droaghi so that
the labour Grmers Tad mvested on rice production s olten wasted.
A one women sand, 'We need new rice seeds wluch ean survive
despite the drought or too much witer. I usually ask 1y ueighbour
and exchinge new seeds with them!”
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RESTRICTIONS OF MOVEMENT FAR AWAY FROM HOME

‘Becise some of our rice fiekls are located away from my
home, 1t s difficult for me to supervise and ke care of
the crop. I am forced o rent it out to other furmers who
are not very much concerned abow the productivity of
the kind or I completely abandon the land, thus losing
the potennal vields we could have harvested for our
consumption.”

LABOUR SCARCITY AND INSEC URITY

Bucanse of my husband’s migraion, nv life became imiserable.
My husband imgrated more than two decades ago o work as a
teruporary labourer in Nepal, which s near oor village, AL dhat time,
e in-Faws were adive and bived Tabourers who did Brning becinse
teadittonally we are upper caste women and are restricted 1o work
mour own felds. Adrer the death of my in-kas |17 vears ago] T had
to ke care of our Boan astde from managing the dathe househaold
chores. Lalso hived other women Jmy neighbours| from the Jvwer
caste to transilant, weed and harvest ow crops, Sinee T faced
problems in hiving labourers during the peab, crop seasons, 1 had
to rent out the fields w ather larmers i both seasons. Before, my
hushand used 1o visit us often whenever he could gel leave from his
emplover, But alter sometime fos visits home becime fewer and
fewer aand the remitiances e sent beeame smaller and irregular,
Later on | learnt that he has another wife in Nepal and bas
abandoned us.'

In reality, women were more resentful and apprehensive of the
burden of managing on their own [Kavlekar 1993]. The longer the
tharation of stay of the wigrant m the city ind the greater the distance
Between his home and place of work, the weaker were his ties
with s rural family and the greater the insecurite of the woman at
home.



